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Abstract

Although comparative political theory (CPT) has successfully amplified
non-Western voices, its mainstream approach remains inadequate to
deparochialize political theory. Aiming to produce cross-cultural
dialogues but at the same time treating non-Western political thought
as the main, if not sole, research material, this approach unavoidably
takes up Western topics and perspectives and hence keeps the power
to set CPT research agenda from the non-Western world despite
scholars’ contrary intent. To address this inadequacy, | propose a
supplementary alternative approach, which focuses on interrogating
Western political thought by means of non-Western topics and
perspectives. This approach increases CPT’s inclusiveness by enabling
the non-Western world to share research agenda-setting power with
the West. It also has the long-term potential to “creolize” political
theory and dissolve the convenient but dichotomizing West/non-West
distinction. To justify this approach, | elaborate on antecedents to it,
propose possible research topics that exemplify it, and tackle several
potential counterarguments.
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